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(57) ABSTRACT

Method for fabricating an electric miniature motor, substan-
tially comprising a housing assembly, a rotor assembly, a
power transmission and bearing assembly and a second bear-
ing assembly, wherein the housing assembly comprises a
housing tube having a division extending in the axial direc-
tion over an entire length of the housing tube, comprising the
following steps of a) inserting a cylindrical core having a
defined outer diameter into the housing assembly; b) adjust-
ing an inner diameter of the housing assembly to an outer
diameter of the core; c) fixing the inner diameter of the hous-
ing assembly by fixing the housing tube in an area of the
division; and d) removing the cylindrical core.

9 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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MINIATURE MOTOR AND HOUSING
FABRICATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to electric miniature motors
and a method for fabricating housings for those.

STATE OF THE ART

Nowadays, miniature motors are used in various applica-
tions. Those include drives in home appliances, hand tools,
actuators in motor vehicles and the like. The demands
imposed upon the motors by the applicants are steadily
increasing, wherein a higher performance in conjunction with
a lower deviation from the target values under the aspect of a
cost-efficient fabricability is a focus.

Housings of miniature motors are frequently rolled from a
sheet metal strip and secured against re-opening at the abut-
ment of the two strip ends by correspondingly formed con-
tours. The housing part in itself serves for seating the bearing
shields, but it also provides the magnetic coupling for the
magnetic flux induced by the permanent magnets arranged at
the inner wall of the housing.

The difference between the inner diameter of the magnets
inside the housing and the outer diameter of the rotor seated in
the bearing shields mounted at the front sides of the housing
tube forms the air gap the dimension of which in radial direc-
tion is decisive for the power generation of the motor.

A smaller air gap means a lower resistance for the magnetic
flux and thus a better power efficiency. A low tolerance of the
air gap reduces the power fluctuation range between different
motor samples of the same construction.

Achieving a constantly small air gap requires small toler-
ances of the components used, and it is accompanied by a
considerable cost effort, in particular in the fabrication of the
housing tube and the permanent magnets.

Thus, the object of the present invention is to provide an
electric miniature motor having a housing, wherein the air
gap can be maintained in narrow limits without the require-
ment that the individual components have to have narrow
tolerances regarding their radial dimensions.

It has now been found that this object can be achieved by
the housing tube having a division in the axial direction
enabling a diameter adaptation of the housing.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is an electric miniature
motor, wherein the housing is divided in the axial direction
and which has a contour at the division enabling an adaptation
of the inner diameter of the housing with the magnets
mounted therein to a desired amount. After setting this
amount, the housing is permanently fixed in this state.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 illustrates a longitudinal section of a miniature
motor having a tube-shaped housing with the common
assemblies;

FIG. 2 illustrates the housing of a miniature motor in a
tube-shaped configuration with the magnets of the prior art;

FIG. 3 is the housing of a miniature motor according to an
embodiment of the invention with the housing tube 1.1, the
magnets 1.2 and the division 1.3;
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FIG. 4 illustrates the housing of a miniature motor accord-
ing to the invention with the core 1.4 defining the inner
diameter and outwardly acting pressure pieces 1.5;

FIGS. 5 to 9 illustrate further exemplary embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates an embodiment according to the inven-
tion with an additional joint 5 at the housing tube 1.1;

FIG. 11 illustrates an embodiment according to the inven-
tion at a housing having flat sections.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A miniature motor according to the present invention sub-
stantially comprises a housing assembly 1, a rotor assembly 2
and a power transmission and bearing assembly 3 as well as a
second bearing assembly 4. The components of these assem-
blies are sufficiently known from conventional motors and are
thus only described here insofar as required for understanding
the invention.

The housing assembly 1 comprises at least the housing
tube 1.1 and the magnets 1.2 mounted at the inner wall of the
housing tube 1.1 and generating the magnetic induction flux.
Options for mounting the magnets 1.2 are adhesive processes
as well as fixings by expansion springs, magnetic holders etc.
or combinations of those which are nowadays commonly
used in the construction of miniature motors.

The rotor assembly 2 which is supplied with power by the
power transmission assembly 3 is received in the bearings of
the motor.

The outer diameter of the rotor 2 and the inner diameter of
the magnets 1.2 yield the air gap LS, the radial dimension of
which has a decisive contribution upon the overall magnetic
resistance of the magnetic circuit of the motor comprising the
rotor 2, the magnets 1.2 and the housing tube 1.1. Reducing
the air gap LS increases the power efficiency of the motor and
thus its effectiveness. Further, the same dimension of the air
gap LS over all motors of one constructional size is desired in
order to minimize the fluctuation range of the power of indi-
vidual motors.

The rotor 2 and the housing tube 1.1 can be cost-efficiently
fabricated with sufficiently narrow tolerances of the outer
diameter of the rotor 2 and the inner diameter of the housing
tube 1.1. However, for process reasons, the radial thickness of
the magnets 1.2 is subject to larger fabrication tolerances, for
the reduction of which extensive post-processing, e.g. by
grinding, is required. This post-processing makes a consider-
able contribution to the overall cost of the magnets 1.2.

The radial thickness of the magnets 1.2 thus has direct
consequences upon the dimension of the air gap LS which
however cannot be influenced anymore in the conventional
configuration of the motors with a rigid housing and a prede-
termined rotor diameter.

According to the invention, this drawback is eliminated in
that the housing tube 1.1 has a division 1.3 with a gap extend-
ing in the axial direction over the entire length of the housing
tube 1.1. This division 1.3 allows to minimize the radial
dimension of the air gap LS regardless of the fluctuation range
of the radial thicknesses of the magnets 1.2 and to achieve a
uniform radial dimension of the air gap LS within one series
of motors.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the housing tube 1.1 is arranged for
this purpose with the magnets 1.2 already fixed therein over a
core 1.4, and the inner diameter of the magnets 1.2 is brought
to the measure of the outer diameter of the core 1.4 corre-
sponding to the desired inner diameter of the housing assem-
bly 1 in the assembled state of the motor by external, radially
acting pressure pieces 1.5, for example. The housing tube 1.1
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is fixed in this state, e.g. by welding (e.g. laser welding),
soldering, gluing or a suitable mechanical deformation of
housing sections in the area of the division 1.3. The fixation
can occur pointwise, in sections or over the entire length of
the division 1.3. The fixation can also be obtained by sur-
rounding the housing tube 1.1 brought to the desired diameter
by another component preventing a modification of the inner
diameter of the housing tube 1.1. This can occur by insert
molding or injection molding, for example, e.g. with a suit-
able plastic material. Thus, the housing tube 1.1 maintains its
inner diameter even after withdrawing the pressure pieces 1.5
and removing the core 1.4.

The division 1.3 of the housing tube 1.1 is preferably
arranged in the gap between the magnets 1.2 in order to avoid
damaging the magnets 1.2 in the process of fixing the housing
tube 1.1.

The application of the method according to the invention
for adjusting the inner diameter of the magnets 1.2 in the
housing tube 1.1 and thus the guaranteeing of an air gap LS
remaining constant is not limited to motors having a circular
cross-section but can also be applied to motors having flat
portions at the housing as illustrated in FIG. 11.

Depending upon the requirements of the overall configu-
ration of the housing and the motor, respectively, different
configurations of the contour of the axial division 1.3 are
possible which have in common, however, that they have a
gap which enables a variation of the inner diameter of the
magnets 1.2 in the housing tube 1.1 and the inner diameter of
the housing assembly 1, respectively. Examples of such con-
figurations are illustrated in FIGS. 3 to 9.

Another embodiment of the invention is exemplarily illus-
trated in FIG. 10, wherein an additional joint 5 which can also
be contoured in an arbitrary manner adapted to the contour of
the division 1.3 of the housing tube 1.1 itself is inserted for
closing the gap in the housing tube 1.1 as illustrated in FIGS.
3t09.

The embodiment including the joint 5 can equally be
applied to housings having flat portions such as in the housing
illustrated in FIG. 11.
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The invention claimed is:

1. Method for fabricating an electric miniature motor, sub-
stantially comprising a housing assembly, a rotor assembly, a
power transmission and bearing assembly and a second bear-
ing assembly, wherein the housing assembly comprises a
housing tube having a division extending in an the axial
direction over an entire length of the housing tube, compris-
ing the following steps of:

a) inserting a cylindrical core having a defined outer diam-
eter into the housing assembly with magnets already
mounted at an inner wall of the housing tube, the mag-
nets including an inner diameter defining an inner diam-
eter of the housing assembly;

b) adjusting the inner diameter of the housing assembly to
the outer diameter of the core;

¢) fixing the inner diameter of the housing assembly by
fixing the housing tube in an area of the division; and

d) removing the cylindrical core.

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the housing
assembly includes a housing center and the adjusting of the
inner diameter of the housing assembly to the outer diameter
of the cylindrical core is performed by forces acting in a
direction of the housing center upon the outer diameter of the
housing assembly.

3. Method according to claim 2, wherein the forces acting
in the direction of the housing center are generated by pres-
sure pieces.

4. Method according to claim 1, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is carried out by welding.

5. Method according to claim 4, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is carried out by laser welding.

6. Method according to claim 1, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is carried out by gluing.

7. Method according to claim 1, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is carried out by mechanically deforming the
housing.

8. Method according to claim 1, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is carried out by soldering.

9. Method according to claim 1, wherein the fixing of the
housing tube is performed by insert molding or injection
molding with a plastic material.
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